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that the Electoral Department is not working
satisfactorily in Western Australia on ac-
count of the starvation funds at the depart-
ment 's disposal. We talk of our shortage of
money and the necessity for economy, and
seeing that we can save more than £E20,COO
in the amalgamation of the State and Fed-
eral Taxation Departments, the point arises
as to whether there should not he a similar
amalgamation of the State and Federal Elec-
toral Departments. The state of the rolls
in the past has been something awful. On
a previous occasion I mentioned that after
the rolls had been cleaned up in one
province, it was found that the names
of 550 voters had to be deleted. The
Minister for Works stated that something
should happen in connection with the Elec-
toral Department to alter this state of
affairs. I think these items could well be
cut out and an amalgamation effected. I
know the Chief Electoral Officer is not re-
sponsible for the position because he has to
depend upon clerks of courts and other
officials for the information necessary to
compile the rolls& These officials have. so
much to do that they cannot concentrate on
electoral work, and the effect is seen in the
Electoral Department. The Federal Elec-
toral Department is up to date in my own
district and the Federal officers seem to know
all about the movements of people and are
active in prosecuting those who fail to en-
rol. The Government would be well avised
to consider this aspect, particularly in view
of the fact that complaints are wade from
both sides of the Chamber.

Mr. MONEY. I endorse the remarks
of the member for Kalgoorlie. A lot
of confusion would be avoided if the quali-
fications for one roll were sufficient to guar-
antee enrolment on the other roll. The amal-
gamation could be effected and the derart-
meat could do the rest. When an elector has
lodged a claim with one department, and it
is a valid one, that elector should be placed
on the other roll as well.

The Premier: I agree with that.

4 O'clock a.m.

Mr. A. Thomson: Are the Government
taking any steps in connection with. this
matter?

The PREMIER: We have been lookinq,
into this matter for some time past . it is
a difficult question to deal -with. As a matter
of fact, the expenditure in. connection with
the State Ece-torah Department is not large,
but it is essential that that department should
be kept in order. The rolls are not in the
condition that they should be.

Item, Registration of Titles and Deeds,
£636:

Mr. MONEY: I am not certain that the
Government are folly aware of the want of
space and added safety in connection with
the Titles Office.

The Premier: Yes, the Governmenit fully
recognise the position and it is receiving
attention now.

Mr. 'MONEY: This is a vcry important
mutter because the whole of the titles be-
longing to the people of Western Australia
are concentrated in the present office and the
condition of affairs there is one of danger.

The Premier: Increased accommodation is
being provided now.

Item, Leave on retirement of officers,
£1,730:

Mr. Machalum SMITH: This seems to
be a very large amiount for leave to officers
on retirement.

The PREIER: More officers have been
retiring this year than, perhaps, at any other
time before. That in itself explains t~he
greater part of the increase.

Vote put and passed.
This completed the Estimates of the Min-

ister for Justice.
Department of Colonial Secretary (Hon.

F. T. Brouni, Minister).

Votes-Office of Colonial Secretary, £12,
572; Aborigines, £8,927-agreed to.

Progress repoited.

House adjourned 4.8 a.mn. (Thursday).

tcgitsatue (tounitd
Thursday, 2415 November, 198 1.

Paes
Question : Soldier Settlement...............1895
Bills:* Factories and Shops Act Amendmenit, ft.

Goid Buyers, S......................1g97
Mining Act Amendment, Ua., pssed .. 1897
Constitution Act Amendment, Corn. ....... 189?
Love) Onurtj$ Act Amendmnent, Assemly's

Amendment.............11897
Permanent Reserve (Poli Welter), Assembly's

Modification..............1897
Auictioneers, 2R.. .. :: . .1902

Resolution: Federation end the State, Proposed
National convention BUW.............. 1900

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION-SOLDIER SETTLEMENT.
lion. J. CORNELL asked the Mifnister for

Education: 1, How ivany returned soldiers
have been settled under the soldiers' settle-
meat scheme in the followinig districts:-
Quellageting, Hindmnarsh, Yorkrakine, North
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Enandee? 2, How many are settled outside
a 12-mile radius Of existing railways? 3t Is
it the intention of the Government to extend
existing railway facilities iu these districts;
if so, whent

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: 1, The localities quoted are not districts
with specific, boundaries. The Dumber of sol-
diers settled under the Discharged Soldiers'
Settlement Act between the Eastern Gold-
fields and DowerirpTierredin Railways is 119.
2, Twenty-nine of the soldier settlers referred
to in (1) are outside a 12-mile radius of ex-
isting railways. 3, (a) Yes; (b) I cannot say.
Costs of construction are too high at present.

BILLS (3)-THIRD READING.
1, Factories and -Shops Act Amendment.

2, Gold Buyers.

Returned to the Assembly with amend-
meats.

3, Mining Act Amendment.
Passed.

BILLr-CONSTITUTION ACT AMWEND-
MENT.-

In Committee.

HOD. J. Ewing in the Chair; the Minister
for Educatioa in charge of the Bill.

Clause 1-agreed to.
Clause 2-Repeal of Secetioas 66 and 67 of

52 Vict., No. 23, and Section 46 of 63 Viet.,
No. 19, and substitution of new provisions:

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: Hon members will
recollect that this Bill n-as referred to a select
committee, and that the select committee's
report is as follows-

Your committee has held two meetings,
and has taken the opportunity of consulting
the Hon. the President on the provisions of
the Bill. As there appears to be no reason-
able ground for the insertion of Subelanse
5 of Clause 2, your committee recommends
that the Bill be passed subject to such sub-
clause being struck out.

With that subelause struck out, the Bill will
be of advantage to the conduct of busi -ness. The Council will then be able
to dleal with such measures as the Nurses
Registration Bill andI the Stallions Bill with-
out its being alleged that they are money
Bills. If, however, the subclause is not struck
out, we shall leave ourselves in the position
of being able to deal with third class and
fourth class measures while having sacrificed
our -present rights-with regard. to measures
of first class importance, such as tax Bills
and loan Bills. If the anbelanse remains in,
then, although we can suggest an amendment,
we cannot press it, or insist upon it; and that
would not be in the best interests of this
Chamber. We ought to be in a position to
press a request we make, and, if that pr6ssnre
is not yielded to, we should be able to seek a
conference and discuss the matter with miem-

bers of another place, and so arrive at a
conclusion in the best interests of the coun-
try. If the sobelause is retained, we shall
have no alternative but to pass a Bill without
the requested amendment, or to shelve the
Bill; and either course might be disastrous to
the country. I move an amendment-

That Subsection 5 of proposed Section 46
be struck out.
Amendment put and passed, the clause, as

amended, agreed to.

Title-agreed to.

Bill reported with an amendment.

BILL-LOCAL COVETS ACT AMEND-
MTENT.

Assembly's Amendment.

An amendment made by the Assembly in
the Bill now considered.

In Committee.

Hoe. J. Ewing in the Chair; the 'Minister
for Education in charge of the Bill.

Clause 3, add the following words: -47b.
(1) Where the claim in any action is for an
unliquidated demand or damages or other
relief, and the defendant has given notice of
his intention to defend same, the plaintiff
may, by summons returnable to the chamber
of the magistrates, apply for an order that
the defendant furnish the particulars of his
grounds for defence within the time named
in such order. (2.) Should the defendant,
without reasonable cause, neglect to supply
particulars of his grounds of defence, he shal
be liable to pay the plaintiff'Is costs of the
proceedings in any event. (3.) The defendant
may at any time before judgment amend his
grounds of defence upon such terms as to
costs or otherwise as the magistrate may
order:

The MINISTER FOR EDIUCATION: 1.
move-

That the amendmient be agreed to.
I have gone into the matter fully with the
Crown Law authorities, and they say there
are circumstances in which the amendment
will facilitate the course of justice, and they
see no objection to it,

Hon. Sir EDWARD WITTENOOM: I have
pleasure in supporting the remarks of the
Leader of the House. Having gone into the
matter carefully, I think the Assembly's
amendment is advantageous.

Question put and passed; the Assembly's
amendment agreed to.

Resolution reported, and the report adopted.

BTLL-1ERMANENT RESERVE
(POINT WALTER).

Assembly's Modification.

A modification by the Assembly of an
amendment made by the Council in the
Bill now considered.
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in Committee.
Hon. J. Ewing in the Chair; the inister

for Education in charge of the Bill.
Council's amendment, Clause 2, add the

following proviso:-'"Provided that this
power to lease shall not extend to any por-
tion of the reserve within one hundred
yards of the foreshore'':

Assembly's modification, strike out the
words "one hundred" and insert the word
''fifty'' in lien thereof:

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
move-

That the Assembly's modification be
agreed to.

It appears that some of the buildings already
existing at Point Walter are within 100 yards
of the foreshore. Consequently, to insist
upon the amendment in the form in
which it left this House would necessitate
their removal, and certainly would not con-
venience the public. This is not a ease of
the alienation of any portion of a public
reserve. It is simply an endeavour on the
part of those looking after the reserve to
make it serve the convenience of the public.
So long as an area of 00 yards from the
foreshore is maintained free of buildings,
it should be sufficient.

Hon. F. A. BAGLIN: We decided that
any new refreshment room should be at
least 100 yards from the foreshore. I agree
that there are existing refreshment rooms
within 100 yards of the foresbore, and that
if -we were to insist on our amendment it
might entail the removal of those buildings.
Although within 100 yards, those buildings
arc well beyond 50 yards* from the fore-
shore, and so I think the proposed 50 yards
is too short a distance. I move an amend-
ment on the Assembly's modification-

That 'fifty yards'' be deleted and
''three chains'' inserted in lieu.

Personally I think we should still keep it
at 100 yards, for we bare to look a few
years.ahead; but in view of the fact that
the existing buildings are only about 75
yards from the foreshore, I agree that per-
haps three chains will meet the case.

lion. B. J. LYNN: I regard 50 yards as
a reasonable compromise. We should sup-
port the local authority which has done so
much to beautify that reserve. In any case,
the lease is only for five years, after which
the Minister can intervene.

Hon. EI. H. Harris: Will it be a tempor-
ary building?

Hon. R. J. LYNN: All the buildings
there are more or less temporary. The
local authority have spent a considerable
sum of money on the reserve, and so have
a burden of interest and sinking fund to
carry. We should hesitate before depriving
them of the rent they will get from the
proposed lease.

H~on. j. DUEFELL: I want to see the
building erected on the one alignmnent with
those already in position; because the

people who are leasing the existing build-
ings ought to be considered.

Hon. J. CORNELL: The issue as between
the local authority and this committee is
for metropolitan mnembers to consider, but
the principle at stake, namely the preserva-
tion of the foreshore, is one for all mem-
bers. The people who propose to erect the
new building are not so much concerned
about its distance from the foreshore as
about its precise site; they will try to plant
their structure in front of those already
there. I should like to see the foreshore
preserved for 100 yards back, but I agree
that 'Mr. Haglin's amendment is a fair corn-
pro mise.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
When last the Bill was before us, M.%t
Baglin warmly repudiated the suggestion
that the Committee was asked to concern
itself with the interests of certain people
already at Point Walter. Now Mr. Duffel]
frankly confesses that he is concerned over
that veyry question. Of course, that ques-
tion has nothing to do with the Committee;
it is one for the local authority. Mir. Duffell
wants us to consider the alignment. But it
is a tortuous coast-line down there and, in
addition, there are big trees in the way of
the alignment. I have gone thoroughly
into the plan, and I agree that the site
selected is a reasonable one. We should
show some confience in the local authority.
T am satisfied that the members of the Mel-
ville Road Hoard can safely be entrusted
writh the work of looking after this reserve-
They say, ''We need additional refreshment
room accommodation for the public. We
have cousidered all the matters connected
with the place, and this is the situation we re-
gard as best and most suitable for a refresh-
ment room, and "e cannot put it up there
if we have to go back more than a certain
distance from the water's edge' They do
not want to encroach upon places that are
more suitable as playgrounds.

Hion. J1. DUFFELL: 'This local governing
body has spent a large sum of money upon
the reserv-e. It has become over-anxious be-
cause it received a larger offer in the way
of rent for this particular site than in other
(lases. T see no desire on its part to save
the trees that are growing on the reserve.
That does not enter into the calculation.

The Minister for Education: They have
.specifically told axe that it does.

Hon. J1. DTJIEFELL: I do not doubt the
statement of the Leader of the House. The
buildings could 'be put on an alignment with
those already in existence and no harm would
be done to anyone, although the road board
might not get so much rent as they otherwise
would get. It is not desirable to allow build-
ings to be erected if they will interfere with
the pleasure grounds of the people.

Hon. T. MOORE: I have recently visited
Point Walter, and think it would be a mistake
to allow the Bill to go through as amended
in another place. Once the precedent is en-
tablished, it will be used in an attempt to
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make it apply to other parts of the river.
On the other aide of the Swan. the foreshore
has in many parts been sold to private indi-
viduals, and it is impossible to get along the
beaches. Surely the public are entitled to
have a reserve of three chains along the Swan
River if it is possible to give it to them.

Hon. A. J. H. SAW: There is only a differ-
once of 36 yards between the two parties
in. the Chamber interested in this matter.
When people give their time and attention
-to looking after these -reserves. ia the interests
of the public, they ar-e entitled to considera-
tion at our hands. I support the proposal,
'and would have supported the original pro-
posnl.

Hon. F. A. BAGLTN: I do not wish to do
anky injustice to the Melville Road Board,'
but that local authority hns made mistakes
in the past. The first request was for per-
mission to erect ft building on the rix er's
edge, and it was intended to destroy 50 or 50
trees in carrying ot the work.

The 'Minister for Education: It was not
intended to put the building on the foreshore.

Hon. F; A. D3AGLIN: What was intended?
The buildings already erected are too close
to the foreshore. But for that, I should have
eudoavoured to secure a reserve of 100 yards
in depth. It the 50 yards reserve is per-
nwitted, it will establish that distance as a
precedent for the establishment of similar re-
serves elsewhere. These tea rooms are gener-
ally used by people who spend the whole day
at Point Walter, and it will not affect them
if they have to walk a few yards from the
foreshore to obtain- refreshments.

lion. Sir EDWARD WITTENOOM: The dif -
ference is so small that I am largely tempted
to vote for the amendment, though I cannot
take the responsibility of going against the
recommendation of the local authority. Be-
cause of the efforts of the road board to de-
velop this place in the interests of the public,
I think their views must be respected. A
depth of 50 yards from the high-water mark
provides a large playground for recreation
purposes. The lease is only for five years;
thme building is only to be of a temporary
nature, and I have comec to the conclusion
that we should be guided by the desires of
the local authority.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: While I would be
loth to thwart the efforts of a body Suich as
the Melville Road Board, who have charge
of the administration of the Point Walter
Reserve, I consider that 50 yards is a very
Smsall distance to agree to. There does not
appear to be any very great urgency about
the Bill, and if we reported progress, I would
ask members to inspect the site. We could
go down by launch at the week-end and see
for ourselves what the position really is. By
-this means, we could conic to a decision which
would be in the best interests of the general
publi". I do not know whether there is any-
thing in the suggestion that there is a motive
behind this- motive that is not apparent
to members-but. I do not attach any great

importance to the quest ion of the lease being
one for five years. L1 consider that if the
lease is granted for five years, it is practi-
saily granted for all time.

'the MtinISTER FOR EDUCATION
There is a considerable amuount of urgency
about this matter. The summer is upon us
now and these people want to get to work.
As a matter of principle, I object to taking
the control of concerns of this sort out of
the hands of the local authorities. As for
members of this House making an inspection,
we could easily carry that principle to a
ridiculous extent. It must be remembered
thatlic board can only act in such a manner
-a this, in accordance with the approval of
the Governor in Council. I consulted with
the officers wrho would have to deal with ques-
tions Suich as sites along the foreshore, and
I am assured. that it was never the intention
of those officers to allow buildings to be
erected right onl the foresh ore.

Hen. JT. CORNELL! The question to be de-
cided is how far buildings should be erected
from the foreshore. It is said that the lease
is for five years, but I agree with Mr. Love-
kin that once a lease is granted, it is more
than likely that the lease will continue.

lion. Sir Edward Wittenoom: It could sl-
ways be cancelled if it interfered with the
interests of the public.

nlon. J1. CO7RN-ELL: This question does
niot only affect Point Walter. "We cannot
logically refuse to grant a lease for the erec-
tion of a building under similar circumstances
along the river foreshore in other parts, if
we agre to this proposal. I would like to
see the buildings farther back from the river.
If it is a question of making people walk a
greater distance, let the people who want
spot lager walk up the hill.

Hon. R. J1. LYNN: I am sorry the ques-
tion of preferencee to different types of bad-
era hans been introduced. Mr. Cornell has
suggested that those who want certain re-
freshnients should walk uip the hill. It should
be remembered that perhaps 75 per cent. of
the people who visit Point Walter will arrive
on the grounds et the top of the hill.

Hon, A. 11. Panton: And they will im-
mediately go down to the water's edge.

Ron. R. I. LYNN- Probably, but what
right have we to interfere with the people
who have interests there'l

Hon' J . Cornell; But. we are interfering
with the rights of the people as a whole.

Hon. B. J, LYNN: On the contrary, if
the suggestion of other members were agreed
to, the effect would be that they would have
buildings erected up the hill where the beauty
of the spot really is, and people wvould have
to walk down lanes between shops to get to
the waoter's edge.

Hon. J. Duffoll: Not at all. That is what
you would bring about.

Hon. B. J1. LYNN: Mr. Duffell does not
know what he is talking about. He knows
as much about this as a cow does about a
sidebeardL
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lion. J. fluffell: On a point of order, I
object to the hon. member speaking of me in
that manner.

Hon. 3. J. LYNN: Point Walter is within
my Province. I would not presumne to argue
with Mr. fluffell on the question relating to
one of those lakes in the metropolitan-subur-
ban areas, the names of which 1 do not know.
Mr. Duffell, however, is an expert. He knows
exactly the spot where these buildings should
be erected and how many people will go
there.

lion. J. fluffell: I know just as well as
you do.

Hon. R. Jr. LYNN: Exactly!
Hon. J. Duffel]: If this can be killed, you

will kill it.
Hon. R. T. LYNN: If I looked to Mr.

Duffell to get support it would be no good
to anyone. Why draw in this question of
other interests; it has nothing to do with
the Billi After twenty years' experience
with the Melville Road Board., I can assure
the Committee that that body is one of the
most energetic among the local authorities.

Hon. J. Duffel]: We do not doubt that.
Hon. 3. J. LYNN: The board has shown

great enterprise in its tramnways and lighting
system. They spend in water alone, on their
reserve, between £200 and £300 a year. It
is purely an honorary bard. The reserve is
controlled by a committee who give the
grounds their personal attention every day.
Representatives of the committee are there
every night and on every holiday and they
know exactly what is in the best interests of
the reserve and of the people who patronise
it. Yet we have some members here who can
say what is in the best interests of the people
far better than those who give the reserve
their daily attention. The lease is for five
years and if at any time the Governor in
Council desires to terminate it, on the ground
that the lease is not in the best interests of
the public, it can he terminated without com-
pensation. I hope the Committee will accept
the amendment.

Hon, A. H. PANTON: I. agree that there
is no necessity to raise the question as to
the interests of the different traders. The
question involved is the principle governing
the distance from the foreshore that shall be
reserved for the people. I discussed this
matter with two members of the Mfelville
Road Board yesterday and they took me to
task for supporting a distance of 100 yards.
They gave me a guarantee that even 50 yards
would force buildings up the hill. If we fix
the distance at 50 yards, the bathing sheds
will have to he removed. I was given a
definite assurance that 'to buildings would be
erected on the foreshore. I am concerned
about the policy for the future, and I intend
to support 66 yards, which is little enough
for the purpose.

Hon. J. DUFFELL: My remarks previ-
ously were based on the statement by M.%r.
Lynn when the question was last before the
Committee, that unless the building could be
erected within 100 feet of the foreshore, it

would not be constructed at all. It is our
duty to see that as much as possible of the
foreshore is reserved. Three chains is little
enough.

Hon. A. LOVEflN: I am concerned re-
garding the future aspect. I hope that some
day there will be tree-planted roads on both
sides of the river to Fremantle, and for this
purpose three chains would be little enough.

Amendment on the Assembly's modification
put and a division taken with the following
result: -

Ayes
Noes

Majority against -. 2

Ayes.
Hon. 0.
Hon. A.
Ron. H.
Non. E.

ram

VV. Miles
H. Penton
Stewart

H. Harris
(Tellr.)

a.
HOn. J. Nlcholson
Hon. E_ Rlose
Io. At_ 3 H. saw

Hon. SIrE. H. Wittenoona
Koo. A. Lovektin

Hon. F. A. Beguin
Hon. J. Cornell
Hon. J3. Duffell
Hon. .1. A. Grela
Hon. J. W. Hickey

Hom.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.

N
R. G. Ardagh
C. F. Hatter
H. P. Colebatch
V. Hameroley
J. J. Holmes
R. 3. Lynn

Amendment thus negatived; the Assembly '&
modification agreed to.

Resolution reported.
The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:

move-
I

That the report be adopted.
Hon. A. LOVEKIN: To give members an

opportunity to visit the reserve, I move an
amen dment

That the consideration of the report be
made an order of the day for the next sit-
ting of the House.
Amendment put and negatived.
Report adopted and a message accordingly

returned to the Assembly.

BESOLUTIONPEDEEATION AND
THE STATE.

Proposed National Convention.
Message from the Assembly received and

read desiring the Council's concurrence in
the following resolution:-

That this Parliament is of opinion that
the Bill to make provision for the National
Convention for the purpose of a revision
of the Constitution of the Commonwealth
of Australia, introduced into the Common-
wealth Parliament, is unreatsonable in its
provisions, and that this Parliament is fur-
titer of the opinion that any convention to
revise the Commonwealth Constitution
should consist of an equal number of re-
presentatives of each State.
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Standing Orders Suspension.
The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION (Hfon.

Tf. P. Colebatch-East) [6.42]: 1 move-
That so much of the Standing Orders be

suspended as is necessary to enable the
Assembly's Message to be taken into con-
sideration during the present sitting of
the House.

I move this motion because the Premier in
another place thought it desirable to sus-
pend the Standing Orders there ad get the
motion passed. The motion was passed at
once with the ready consent of all sections
of that House. I think it will be preferable
that the protest from the Parliament of
Western Australia be made Immediate and
emphatic, rather than that the matter should
be extended until the next sitting of the
House.

Question put.
The PRESIDENT: There being 1-6 mem-

here present, I declare the motion carried
by the requisite majority,

*The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION (Hon.
H. P. Colebatch-East) [5A43]: I do hot in.
tend to unduly delay the House in moving
the adoption of the resolution. The position
is plain and simFie. We entered into a
Federation which was an equal partnership
of the self-governing States. That is ex-
pressed, not only through the debates of the
different conventions, but in the Constitu-
tion of the Commonwealth itself. The eon-
ventions which framed the Constitution were
in all cases composed of an equal number of
delegates from each of the States, in recog-
nition of the principle that it was to be an
equal partnership between the self-govern-
ing States. The Constitution preserved that
principle by conceding two Houses of Par-
liament, in one of which every State should
have equal representation. The effect of
this was that no law should be passed by
the Parliament of tbe Commonwealth unless
it bad obtained the consent and approval of
the Chamber in which all the States were
equally represented. The Constitution fur-
ther preserved that principle by providing
that no amendment of the Constitution should
be carried, unless it had received the en-
dorsement of a majority of the States in
addition to the endorsement of a majority
of the people of the Commonwealth. In
every respect, therefore, the Commonwealth
establishes and preserves the princinle of ant
equal partnership of all the self-governing
States. The proposed convention is to be on
this basis, that each State shall elect the
same number of representatives it now elects
to the House of Representatives. Thin would
give New Sorth Wales 27 members, Viec-
toria 21 members, Queensland 10 members,
South Australia seven members, and 'Western
Australia and Tasmania five members each.
In addition it is provided that the -Parlia-

ment o* each State shall elect three znembe-s,
and that the Senate of the Commonwealth

shall elect six members, and that the House
of Representatives shall elect 12 members.
This would serve to increase the dispropor-
tion between the representation of the small
States and that of the large States, because
an additional 12 members would be elected
by the House in which the two large States
have predominant voices. The result would
be that out of Ill members1 the two largest
States would have 68 odd members, and the
four smaller States 48 members. That would
destroy entirely the basic principle of the
'Federation, and I think we are entitled to
enter an immediate and emphatic protest.
We are in a partnership; we are entitled to
protest against a breach of a fundamental
principle of that partnership, and It is that
on these matters of dealing with the Con-
stitution the States shall have equal rights. 1
move-

That this Parliament is of oflinion that
the Bill to make rrovision for the National
Convention for the purpose nf a revision
of the Constitution- of the Commonwealthi
of Australia, introduced into the Common-
wealth Parliament, is unreasonable in its
provisions and that this Parliament is fur-
ther of the opinion that any Convention
to revise the Commonwealth Constitution
should consist of an eoual number Of re-
presentatives of each State,

Hon. S. EWING (south-west) rflA8]: I
desire to second the motion moved by the
Leader of the House, and I congratulate
the Government on taking such prompt
action. We are grateful indeed for that
because Western Australia would be placed
in a very bad position so far as the pro-
posed constitution of the Convention is con-
cerned. I feel very keenly on this matter,
but I am afraid that little can be gained
by giving expression to one's opinions at
the present time. I cordially endorse the
views so clearly enunciated by the Leader
of the Rouse. We at least expected to be
given fair representation at the Convention,
but in 'view of what is proposed, or if it is
intended to carry out the present arrange-
ment, I doubt whether Western Australia
-will be represented at all. It is going to
be a. burning question in Australia and we
look to the Prime Minister to deal 'with it
in a more statesmanlike manner than he
has done. Western Australia has been most
unfairly treated, and while I feel that the
present may not be the time to say too
much, I trust that influence may be brought
to bear on our representatives in the Com-
monwealth Parliament so that the constitu-
tion of the Conference will not be such as
to destroy the prestige of Australia. I sin-
erely hope that the emphatic protest made
so promptly by the Premier and his Gov-
ernment will bear good fruit.

Hon, J. W, KMRWAN (South) [5.50)
The people of Western Australia generally
will be extremely disappointed with the
proposals that have been made by the
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Prime Minister in connection with the
suggested Federal Convention, and what-
ever differences may exist as to the form
the amendments to the Federal Constitu-
tion should take, everyone must be agreed
that at the Federal Convention the sover-
eignty of the States should be recogniised.
So long as Federation exists, the States
have a perfect right to claim equality of
representation, and if any convention he
ultimately formed in whichl the equality of
the States in the matter of representation
is not regarded, the decision arrived at at
the Convention will go before the people, a
large number of whom will be prejudiced
against us. If, on the other band, the Con-
vention be on the basis of the Convention
tbat originally framed the Commonwealth
Constitution, that is, the basis of equality
of representation of the States, whatever
amendments may be suggested by that Con-
vention will go before the States which will
view those amendments in a sympathetic
way, inasmuch as it will he felt that there
has been no departure whatever from the
original idea under which the States joined
in the Federation. I therefore have much
pleasure in supporting the proposal that has
been brought forward, and join with Mr.
Ewing in congratulating the Government
on taking the prompt ac-tion that they have
done to protest against the proposals of the
Prime Mfinister.

Hon. J. W. HICKEY (Central) [5.52]: 1
endorse the action which has been taken by
the Government, hut I realise at the samne
time that it is only necessary to support
that action very briefly. However we may
differ in connection with the policy of the
Government, if there is one thing we are
unanimous upon, it is that we have never
had a fair deal from the Federal Govern-
ment. The feeling is fairly unanimous
throughout Australia that there has been a
distinct breach of faith on the part of dhe
Federal Government towards the smaller
States. In South Australia the Govern-
meat are taking similar action, and the
Tasmanian Government are doing likewise.
I would have been surprised if a motion of
this kind had not been brought forward by
the Leader of the House this afternoon.
Personally I am satisfied that it will hare
the unanimous support of all sections of the
community because, however much we may
disagree with the polity of the State Go--
erment, we agree that we must fight for
our rights, beeause Western Australia has
been ostracised by the Federal Government.
In discussing the question of the new States
movement, it has been practically promised
that all the Sitates would have equal repre-
sentation at the Conference, and I know
throughout the length and breadth of Aus-
tralia, the different people who have advo-
cated this movement have been assured
that in connection with any convention to
be held for the purpose of bringing about
an alteration of the Constitution in that

direction, all the States would have equal
representation. That has been understood
if not actually promised. We would be
lacking in our duty if we did not enter an
emphatic protest and did not join with the
other smaller States Who also are fighting
for their rights. I have much pleasure in
supporting the motion and I feel satisfied
that it will be carried without a dissentient
voice.

Question put and passed.

BILL-AUCTONEERS.
Second Rending.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
(Ilon. H. P'. Colebatch-East) (5.55) in
moving the second reading said: The Bill
repeals the Auctioneers Acts of 1873, 1881,
and 1897 and re-enacts the law in a consoli-
dated form with a few necessary amend-
ments. Members arc aware that under the
Auctioneers Act there are three classes of
licenses, a general license, a country license,
and a district license. The fees for these
licenses ae £25, £15, and £5 respectively.
It is not intended to make any alteration in
that regrard. The general license covers the
whole' State. The country license applies to
the whole State with the exception of Perth
anL Fremntle, and the district license has
effect only mithia the magisterial district
named therein, any part of the city of Perth
and the municipal district of Fremantle be-
ing excluded. t will be desirable to make
a small amendment arising out of the fact
that since the greater Perth scheme was es-
tablished, the old position has been some-
what altered. An anomaly has been created
in that a person my hold a license to sell
by auction in Subiaco under more advan-
tageous terms than in the neighbouring
suburb of Lederville. The main amendment
proposed is that a person wishing to obtain
a license must apply for a certificate to the
resident magistrate for the magisterial dis-
trict in which he resides, Hle must satisfy
the magistrate that he is a fit and proper
person to hold such a license. The applica-
tion is to be heard in public and may ho op-
posed by any objector, but the objector must
give notice of his intention. The magistrate
is given power to award costs to either the
applicant or the ob~jector. On the granting
of a certificate the license will be issued by
the Treasury on the payment of the pre-
seribed fee. Licenses are to he issued an-
nually on the 31st December, and provision
is made that when a license is taken out in
the latter part of the year the fee shall only
apply to that proportion of the year. Pro-
v'ision is also made for the transfer of fi-
evini's by endorsement on application to the
resident magistrate aid on the payment of a
fee of £1l, mid for the issue of temporary
licenses to enable An auctioneer to act by
his deputy in ease of fllne~s or other suffi-
cient cause. The Bill otherwise substantially
re-enacts the existing law. Since the Bill
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passed another plae it has been subjected to
close scrutiny by auctionering firms and
others, and it has been found that there are
one or two provisions that need to be in-
serted. For instance, it is intended to re-
enact the old provisions for holding auction
sales at night. The sale by auction of wool
in Western Australia. is likely to become an
important matter, and it is customary to
hold these sales at night. There is also need
for som e provision for auctioneers to act on
behalf of firms. When the second reading
is carried I shall place on the Notice Paper
the several amendments T have indicated
and which have arisen chiefly out of the
close scrutiny of the Bill by auctioneering
firms and others since the Bill was first
brought in. I move-

That the Bill be now read a teeond time.

Hon, Sir EDWARD WITTENOOM
(North) [6.0]: 1 have given the Bill a
good deal of attention and from the num-
ber of amendments which the Leader of the
House proposes to move, I am surprised that
the Treasurer, when he introduced the mea-
sure in. another place, did not secure the
opinions of those interested. in the business,
to a greater extent than he did. Several
amendments are to be submitted so that' the
Bill may be made more workable. The
amendments I will not go into now, especi-
ally as they have been to some extent ad-
verted to by the Leader of the House. But,
generally, I think the Bill will be a good one
by the time it is finished. without going
into further details, I have pleasure in snp-
porting the second reading.

On motion by Hon. JI. J. Holmes, debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 6-2 p-rm.

legislative Reeemb[p,
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION-RATES, PAYMENT AT
IMILLS.

Mr. O'LOOHLEN asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, Is he aware that the Murray
Road Board has levied rates on the occupiers
of the cottages at the railway mill at Dwel-
lingup, 2, Is it a fact that similar rates levied
at Holyonke have been paid by the State Saw-

i]ls Department9 q, -%s he aware that the
whole of the rates levied at Pemberton and
Manjimup Sawmills are paid by the State
Sawmills Department? 4, As the provision
of cottages and huts is9 a condition of employ-
,nent aind such rates are paid by all private
sawrnillcrs, will the 'Minister make the neces-
sary provision?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (for the
Minister for Railways) replied: 1, 'Yes. 2,
No, but an agreement has been recently made
to pay on. cottages from which revenue is
derived. 3, Yes, on cottages from which re-
venue is derived. 4, The provision of cottages
and huts is not a condition of employment in-
asmuch as occupation is optional to employees.
Arrangements have been made to pay the
rates on cottages from which revenue is de-
rived.

QUESTION-ABORIGINAL PRISONERS,
EMPLOYMENT.

Mr. WILLOOCK asked th-e olonial Sec-
retary: 1, Is he aware that the road board at
Broome is employing aboriginal prison labour
for the construction of a water pipe line. at
Brounme where there is ample white labour
available? 2, Is this in accord with the Gov-
ernment's policy? 3, In any case, will he give
instructions for discontinuance of the em-
ployment of prisoners while men are seeking
eniployment?
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